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Distillers welcome excise duty change

Scotch Whisky distillers have welcomed the UK Government’s clarification of changes to the
excise duty on Scotch Whisky, following this week’s Pre-Budget Report.
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Draft legislation published today raises excise duty by 4% rather than the originally proposed 8%.
On the basis of the revised figures, taking into account a temporary 2.5% cut in VAT, the overall

duty burden on Scotch Whisky will remain broadly unchanged.

Gavin Hewitt, Chief Executive of The Scotch Whisky Association, said:

“The SWA welcomes the Government’s quick and positive action to ensure that the overall duty
burden faced by Scotch Whisky in its home market remains broadly unchanged as a result of this
week’s Pre-Budget Report. This is a good signal to our many overseas markets.”
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For further information, please contact David Williamson (0131 222 9230 or 07730 496 151).

Further information from:
Government & Consumer Affairs

t: 01312229235
The Scotch Whisky Association, 20 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 8HF t: 0131 2229200 w: scotch-whisky.org.uk f: 01312229237

London office: 14 Cork Street, London W1S 3NS  t: 0207629 4384 f: 020 7493 1398 e: g&c@swa.org.uk



