Wednesday 22 March 2006

Praise for Chancellor as commitment to
duty fairness continues

“A move that will be warmly welcomed by distillers and supports the Scotch Whisky industry
at home and abroad” was The Scotch Whisky Association’s (SWA) reaction to the

Chancellor’'s announcement that duty on Scotch Whisky and other spirits would be frozen.
Welcoming today’s announcement, Gavin Hewitt, Chief Executive of the SWA, said:

“The Chancellor will be praised by distillers for taking another welcome step towards
delivering a fairer alcohol duty regime in the UK. Today he has again narrowed the duty gap
within the alcoholic drinks market, a progressive move supporting our industry’s
competitiveness and productivity.

“A fairer alcohol duty regime helps support a key British industry in its home market and
sends a message of tax fairness overseas, as distillers look to develop new opportunities in

emerging markets such as China and India.”

- END -
Contacts:
Campbell Evans 020 7629 4384 or 07768 002 262
David Williamson 020 7629 4384 or 07730 496 151
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Further information from:

Government & Consumer Affairs

t: 01312229235
The Scotch Whisky Association, 20 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 8HF t: 01312229200 w: scotch-whisky.org.uk f: 01312229237

London office: 14 Cork Street, London W15 3NS t: 020 7629 4384 f: 020 7493 1398 e: g&c@swa.org.uk



